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Important Educational Legislatidn 


The following bills were passed by 
the Legislature of 1921 and have either 
been signed by the Governor or are 
now in his hands for consideration. 


TEACHERS’ SALARIES AND APPOR- 
TIONMENT OF QUOTAS. No changes 
have been made in the teachers’ salary law. 
The state tax bill includes in it the mill and 
one-half tax on the assessed valuation of 
all taxable property within the State for the 
“support of common schools including the 
paymeat of district and teachers’ quotas, 
academic quotas, nonresident academic tui- 
tion, and aid in the payment of salaries of 
teachers in the public schools of the State, 
to be apportioned as provided by chapter 
680 of the Laws of 1920.” Last year this 
tax produced about $20,000,000. The as- 
sessed valuation for the current fiscal year 
will be about $1,900,000,000 more than last 
year and will produce approximately $3,000, 
000 more for the support of common schools, 
etc. A sufficient amount has been appro- 
priated in the appropriation bill to provide 
for the same teachers’ quotas and academic 
quotas as were mage last year. 

Senate bill 1607, introduced by Senator 

Mullan, increases the amount of teachers’ 
quotas in union free school districts main- 
taining academic departments from $300 to 
$350. In all other districts, including com- 
mon school districts employing more than 
one teacher, the amount of the teacher’s 
quota is increased from $250 to $300. 
a common school district employing but one 
teacher the teacher’s quota is increased by 
one dollar on each $iC00 of a-sessed valua- 
tion less than $'00,000. A similar bill in- 
troduced by Mr Wright (Assembly bill 1852) 
increases the teachers’ quotas by $30 in 
each common or union free school district 
in which in any one year the tax rate for 
schooi purposes equals or exceeds 12 mills 
on each dollar of the full valuation of the 
taxable property in the district. Both bills 
are in the hands of the Governor. Only 
one of them will be signed. 

Senate bill 1405, introduced by Senator 
Walton, amends the Education Law by pro- 
viding for apportionments of public money 
to contracting districts. As the law now 
stands, if a district contracts with another 
district or a city which maintains a high 
school or an academic department, the 
state tuition for the instruction of the aca- 
demic pupils will not be paid unless the total 
expense of the tuition and transportation for 
elementary children shall exceed $250. It 
is proposed by the amendment to allow the 
state tuition for academic instruction in such 
cases where the expense of tuition and 
transportation of elementary. children shall 
exceed the amount apportioned as public 
money and the amount of a tax of one-half 
of 1 per cent on the assessed valuation of 
the district. The law also provides that a 
contracting district may receive the same 
apportionments of public money it would 
receive if it maintained a school. This ap- 
parently means that a contracting district 
will be entitled not only to a district quota 
but also to a teacher’s quota. It is provided, 
however, that a contracting district shall 
receive no apportionment of public money 
to be expended in payment of tuition and 
transportation unless the district is required 
to raise a tax of one-half of 1 per cent on the 
assessed valuation of the district. This 
bill attempts to prevent a district which 
contracts for the instruction of its pupils 
and does not maintain a home school from 
receiving state aid where it levies a tax of 
less than one-half of 1 per cent on its as- 
sessed valuation. There are a number of 
districts at the present time which under 
the contracting system are enabled to pro- 
vide for the instruction of their children 
without payment of any school tax. 


ACADEMIC TUITION. Assembly bill 
1997, introduced by Mr Hutchinson, amends 
the Education Law by permitting the ap- 
portionment of state tuition in the sum of 
$50 for each nonresident pupil attending the 
academic department or high school of a 
district, notwithstanding the fact that the 
charge made for the instruction of such 
nonresident academic pupil exceeds the 
amount of the state tuition. As the law 
now stands, state tuition can be apportioned 
only where the nonresident academic pupils 
are instructed for the amount paid as state 
tuition. Under this bill an amount in excess 
of the state tuition may be charged tor the 
instruction of such nonresident pupils if 
the tax rate of the district giving the instruc- 
tion is in excess of the tax rate of the district 
where the pupil resides, or if it appears that 
the total cost of such instruction exceeds the 
amount paid by the State. The bill also 
provides that the excess tuition where charged 
shall be a charge against the district where 
the pupil resides, and such district may 
designate the academic department or high 
school that the pupil is to attend. This bill 
is in the hands of the Governor and will 
probably receive his approval. 


PHYSICAL TRAINING. Senate bill 1699, 
introduced by Senator Mullan, amends 
section 695 of the Education Law so as to 
require the employment of a specially quali- 
fied and duly licensed physical training in- 
structor in a city or union free school district 
employing twenty or more teachers. The 
present law requires the employment of 
a physical training instructor in districts 
employing ten or more teachers. The law 
authorizes two or more districts to unite 
in the employment of a physical training 
instructor. No provision is made for physi- 
cal training conferences or for the giving of 
instruction to teachers employed in common 
school districts. 


CONTINUATION SCHOOLS. The bills 
introduced in the Legislature for the purpose 
either of repealing the continuation school 
law or modifying it so as to make it permis- 
sive in cities having less than one hundred 
children of the ages of 14 and 15 years in 
employment failed to pass the Legislature. 
The continuation school law therefore re- 
mains as it is. Under rules adopted by the 
Board of Regents children 17 years of age 
will not be required to attend upon instruc- 
tion in continuation schools. 


SCHOOL RECORD AND EMPLOY- 


MENT CERTIFICATES. Senate bill 1749, | 


introduced by Senator Knight, amends 
generally the compulsory attendance law. 


for the issuance of employment certificates 
| by school authorities rather than by health 
| authorities as under the present law. The 
| bill takes out of the labor law all provisions 
| relating to employment certificates and 
| incorporates them in the Education Law. 
| This bill is in the hands of the Governor 
| and will probably be approved. 
| Chapter 21 of the Laws of 1921 amends the 

Education Law by transferring to it the pro- 
| visions relating to the employment of children 


Fey main purpose of the bill is to provide 





|}under 16 years of age in certain street 
| trades. 
| contained in article 15 of the labor law. 
| No material change is made in the law. 


SCHOOL TAXATION. Senate bill 1119 


| (amended Assembly bill 1107, introduced 
| by Mr Long) amends the Education Law 


| relative to the equalization of the value of | 
real property in school districts situated in | 


| two or more towns. Under the present law 


| such equalization is made by the super- | 


| visors of the towns, parts of which are within 
the joint district. 


visory district in which the joint district is 
located shall ascertain all the facts as to 
| the valuation of the taxable property in the 
| several towns. He is required to sequre 
| from the State Tax Commission a state 
| of the rates of equalization for the towns 
in which the district is situated. He is to 
determine the proportion of the tax levied | 
for school purposes in the district which | 
shall be levied upon each part of the town 
included in such district “by dividing the 
| sum of the full valuation of real property and 
the assessed valuation of personal property 
| in such part of a town by the total of all such 
| full valuations of real property and assessed 
| valuations of personal property in such school 
| district.” The proportion determined upon 
is to be certified to the trustee of the district 
and assessments are to be made ,accord- 
ingly. sd ~ J} 

Chapter 63 of the Laws of 1921 provides 
for the taxation for school purposes of lands@ 
belonging to the State occupied by certaix™ 
state institutions in certain towns in the | 
State. 


USE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS. Chapter 
82 of the Laws of 1921 (Assembly bill 144, 
introduced by Mr Jeffery) amends the Edu- 
cation Law by permitting the use of school | 
buildings outside of school hours for meetings 
and entertainments where admission fees 
are charged, provided the proceeds are to | 
be applied for the benefit of organizations 
of veterans of the military, naval and marine 
| service of the United States. Under the 
present law such use is not permitted where 
the proceeds are applied for the benefit of 
any society or association of a religious or 
fraternal nature or the membership of which | 
is exclusive. The amendment excepts or- 
ganizations of veterans from this limitation. 
Assembly bill 1007, introduced by Mr T. | 
C. Moore, amends the election law so as to 
require schoolhouses to be used for election | 
purposes, provided the schoolhouse is so 
situated as to be convenient to the electors 
| residing in the election district. The ap- 
parent purpose of the bill is to require boards 
of education to permit the use of rooms in 
schoolhouses for election purposes provided 
such use does not interfere with the use for 
| school purposes. 


| BONDED INDEBTEDNESS OF stHooL 
DISTRICTS. Assembly bill 1834 (amended 
Senate bill 146, introduced by Senator Fer- 
ris) amends the Education Law by providing 
that in a school district having an assessed 
valuation of real property of $500,000 or 
over, bonds shall not be issued for school 
purposes if the total bonded indebtedness 
of the district shall thereby exceed 15 per 
cent of the assessed valuation of the real 
property within such district, unless the 
resolution authorizing the issue and sale 
of such bonds in excess of such amount 
shall be adopted by vote of two-thirds of 
the qualified voters present and voting on 
the resolution at a meeting called for such 
purpose. Under the present law, bonded 
indebtedness may not be incurred in a 
school district in excess of 10 per cent of the 
assessed valuation where the district has 
an assessed valuation of over one million 
dollars. It was found that this limitation 
in many instances prevented the construction 
of new buildings. In a number of cases 
buildings were destroyed or made unfit for 
use and the limitation was such as to prevent 
the erection of a new school building. The 
| proposed amendment will make it possible 
| to exceed the limitation where there is urgent 
| mecessity therefor. If such a _ situation 
exists, a two-thirds vote will enable the 
district to exceed the limitation. . 


IMMIGRANT EDUCATION. Senate bill 
, 1300, introduced by Mr Lusk, repeals suu- 
| division 11-b of section 94 of the Education 
| Law, which required the Commissioner of 
Education to divide the State into zones and 
to appoint directors thereof and teachers 
and other employees as may be necessary | 
to promote and extend educational facilities 
| for the education of illiterates and of non- 
Eaglish-speaking persons. It is proposed 
that teachers and others employed in giv- 
ing instruction to non-English-speaking for- 
eigners and native-born illiterates shall be | 
appointed by local school authorities. The | 
bill authorizes but does not require boards 
of education in cities and union free school 
districts to establish courses of instruction 
and to employ teachers for the p se of 
giving instruction to foreign-born and native | 
adults. Where such teachers are employed | 
| 
| 











the State will apportion one-half of the 
compensation, not exceeding the sum of 
| $1000 for any one teacher. These quotas 
will be apportioned out of moneys appropri- 
ated for the apportionment of teachers’ 
and district quotas. 

This bill carries out the purpose of the 
Legislature and of the Education Depart- 
| ment in c ing the method of giving in- 
struction to non-English-speaking foreigners 
| and native adult illiterates. The purpose is 
to permit local school authorities to establish 
courses of instruction in citizenship and other 
subjects for the benefit of adults and to give 
substantial state aid by way of teachers’ 
quotas to localities providing such instruc- 
tion, and also to advise and supervise through 
experts in the Department the establishment 
and maintenance of such courses of instruc- 
tion. 





These provisions were formerly | 


The bill provides that | 
| the district superintendent of the super- | 


nt | 


| than rural life. 


Lloyd L. Cheney 








Important Educational Legislation 


FEES FOR PUBLISHING NOTICES. 
Assembly bill 1645, introduced by Mr Mc- 
Whinney, amends the Education Law by | 
providing that all notices and reports re- 
quired to be published in newspapers shall 
be printed at the rates and for the fees pre- 
scribed in the Code of Civil Procedure for 
the printing of legal notices. Such notices 
must be printed at the rate of 75 cents for 
each inch of agate 29 ems to the line for the 
first insertion, and 50 cents for each sub- 
sequent insertion. If mewspapers refuse 
to print notices for such fees, they may be 
posted in lieu of publication. 


RETIREMENT OF TEACHERS. Assem- 
bly bill 1807, introduced by Mr McGinnies, 
provides for filling temporary vacancies in 
the State Teachers Retirement Board, which 
was established by chapter 503 of the Laws 
of 1920. It was provided in this act that 
the Teachers Retirement Board was to con- 


| sist of seven members—one member to be 


| elected by the Board of Regents, who was 


required to be an executive officer of a bank, 
two were to be appointed by the Commis- 
sioner of Education, and it was provided 


| that members of the present State Teachers 
| Retirement Fund Board were eligible to ap- 


pointment to such positions; the Comptroller, 


| or a person to be appointed by him, is the 





fourth member of the board. The remain- 
ing three members are to be elected from 


| among the members of the retirement system, 


Physical ability test; portable. adjustable chinning bar 


One Phase of Rural School Problem 


The problem of the rural school is universally recognized as the most important 
present educational problem. The rural school problem is only one phase of | 
the larger problem that involves the whole matter of rural life as contrasted 
with urban life. People are leaving the country and congregating in cities and 
villages. Rural population is diminishing and urban population is increasing 
solely for the reason that, everything considered, urban life is more attractive 
Whether this should be so or not is wholly aside from the 
question: it is an admitted fact. 

The one vital essential factor in any school, rural or urban, is the teacher. 
No matter how good the building and equipment, the school that lacks a real | 
teacher is bound to be a poor school, and the school that has a real teacher is 
pretty sure to become a good school, for the influence of such a teacher will | 
lead to improved surroundings. The solution of the rural school problem is to 
be sought in finding ways and means for providing rural schools with real, live, 


| well-qualified teachers, and this is a purely economic problem. 


In accordance with natural laws rural population will continue to decrease 
and urban population will continue to increase until the point is reached where 


_ all conditions considered life in the country is equally attractive with life in | 


the city. The city has certain advantages that the country can not afford. To 
counterbalance these there must be afforded to the dweller in the country 
better financial returns than are afforded in the city if the migration is to cease. 
In like manner the city teacher enjoys many advantages that are impossible 
in the country, and to counter-balance these advantages the remuneration of 


_ the rural teacher must be greater than the remuneration of the city teacher if 


we would retain in the country schools teachers of proved ability. The solution 
of the rural school problem resolves itself into the problem of finding ways and 
means for providing such greater remuneration, and it must be enough greater | 
to become attractive. The tendency up to the present time has been to fix a | 
much higher minimum salary for the city than for the country. If we would | 
save and improve the rural school we must reverse this process; otherwise the | 
cities will continue to do in the future as they have done in the past, to attract 
the best from the country and leave there those who are undesirable. 

Of course there are features of organization that should not be neglected. 
Larger administrative units are desirable, but real teachers are essential, and 
any reorganization that overlooks this fact and that fails to make the country 
school as attractive to the teacher as the city school, when all conditions are | 
considered, will fail to accomplish its purpose. If the State would make the | 
rural school the equal of the city school it must pay the rural teachers more | 
than it pays the city teachers. The real problem is to find ways and means of 
doing this. 

Under present conditions it is impossible to get enough competent teachers | 
to fill the rural schools. With satisfactory remuneration educational and pro- | 
fessional standards could be exacted. 

If ways and means can not be devised to make the sum total of all the factors | 
that enter into any job in the country equivalent to the sum total of all the factors | 
that enter into a corresponding job in the city, the migration will go on in ac- 
cordance with an irresistible law—and it ought to go on. All the surveys now 
in progress or contemplated can not change this law. 

CuHARLES F. WHEELOCK 


| purpose of electing such members. 


| meaning the teachers who become members 
| of the system. The act also provides for 


the election of such three members by dele- 
gates chosen by the teacher members of 
the system at the teachers’ convention to 
be held on the Monday preceding Thanks- 
giving in November 1921, when the annual 
convention of the New York State Teachers 
Association is to be held. The purpose of 
the bill apparently is to provide for teacher 
representation up to the time when the 
members of the board are regularly elected 
by the representatives of the teachers at- 
tending the convention to be called for -_ 

e 
teachers retirement fund law provides that 
until the election of the three teacher repre- 
sentatives the other members of the board 
are empowered to perform the duties of the 
retirement board. The law takes effect 
as to the granting of applications for retire- 


| ment, the making of contributions and the 


payment of annuities, on August 1, 1921. 
The bill provides that the president of the 
State Teachers Association and two other 
persons to be elected by the executive com- 
mittee of such association are to be members 
of the board until the members represent- 
ing the teachers are regularly elected. 

Senate bill 1428, introduced by Senator 
Baumes, amends the teachers retirement 
fund law by providing that where a teacher 
in the public schools be taught ior a period 
of 60 years he shall upon his retirement be 
entitled to an annuity of not less than $1200. 
Ordinarily such annuity could not exceed 
$800. There are probably not more than | 
three or four cases in the State where a 
teacher who is now employed has served 
for a period of 60 years. 


QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS. 
Senate bill 1648, introduced by Senator 
Lusk, entitled “An act to amend the Educa- 
tion Law, in relation to the qualifications 
of teachers and making an appropriation 
for. exp@ases,’”’ amends the Education Law 
by inserting therein a new section providing 
for certain specified additional qualifications 
of teachers. Under this section each teacher | 
employed in the public schools of the State 
is required to obtain a certificate of qualifi- 
cation from the Commissioner of Education. 
Such certificate must state that the holder 
of it is a person of good moral character and 
that it has been shown to the satisfaction | 
of the Commissioner that he is loyal and | 
obedient to the government of this State | 
and of the United States. It is expressly | 
provided that no such certificate shall be 
issued to a person who advocates or has 
advocated in any manner the establishment 
of a form of government other than the 
present government of the United States or 
of the State of New York, or who advocates 





| a change in the form of such government 
| by force, violence or any unlawful means. 


The bill requires the Commissioner of Edu- 


| cation to ascertain the qualifications of the | 


| applicants for 
| may be revoked by the Commissioner of | 


Statewide Physical Ability Tests 


Over three hundred cities and larger towns participated in the state physical ability test | 
conducted last year. Eighty per cent of the enrolment of all schools entering competed, so 
that fully 300,000 children participated. The state grand champion was the village of South- 
old, with a score of 54.6; Port Washington was a close second with 54.5; Binghamton was | 
third with 54.3 and Mount Vernon fourth with 53.5. The highest total boys’ score was made | 
by Old Forge with score of 66.2, while the best total girls’ score was submitted by Herkimer, 
with 50.2. 

This year a test is to be given not only for the city and village schools, but also for the rural 
schools. It is anticipated that 10,000 schools will participate this spring. The tests will be 
held. between April 23d and May 21st. 

The academic schools will be divided into five sections, as follows: 


All cities of the first and second class. 

All cities of the third class. 

All villages having a superintendent. 

All academic units under a district superintendent and employing a physical di- 
rector. 


5 Private and parochial schools of academic grade. 


For each section there will be two divisions, the senior and junior. 
will be composed of the second, third and fourth year high school classes. 
will be composed of the seventh and eighth grades and first year high school class. 
per cent of the enrolment in each class must take part. 


The junior division 
Eighty 


The senior division | 


certificates. A 


Education. 


certificate | 


BONDS OF SUPERVISORS AND COL- | 
LECTORS. Assembly bill 1700, introduced | 


by Mr Harris, amends the Education Law by 
permitting bonds of supervisors and school 
district collectors, when given by a duly ac- | 
credited surety company, to be for a penalty 
not less than the amount of the money com- 
ing into the hands of the supervisor or the 
collector. The present law requires the 
penalty to be double such amount. The fee 


| for the bond is a charge against the district 


and the requirement of a double penalty | 


increases the amount of the fee. The bill 


will reduce the cost of official bonds without | 
| detail of procedure in evaluating the school 
| in order that as definite and tangible results 


affecting the security. 


LICENSES OF SCHOOLS AND CLASS- 
ES. Senate bill 1649, introduced by Sen- 
ator Lusk, entitled “An act to amend the 
Education Law, in relation to licensing and 
supervision of schools and school courses, 
and making an appropriation therefor,” 
adds a new section to article 3 of the Educa- 








For rural schools there will be four sections, as follows: 


1 School districts with not more than two teachers. 

2 School districts employing more than two teachers, but having no academic depart- 
ment and no special teacher of physical education; under sole direction of state 
instructors. 

3 School districts maintaining an academic department but employing no special 
teacher of physical education. 

4 Districts having more than two teachers and no academic department, but which 
employ a special teacher of physical education. (Districts with academic de- 

ent and with special teacher of physical education are eligible to compete 
in section 4, of the general statewide contest as above.) 


Each section will be divided into two divisions. The senior division will include children 
who have passed their 11th birthday; the junior division those between 8 and 11. 

The events are intended to test the all-round ability of each contestant. They include run- 
ning, jumping, throwing and climbing activities. Each pupil competes in three events against 
time or distance and strives to beat his own best record rather than merely to defeat some 
other pupil. The events are scored on a 100 point basis so that a pupil making a score of 50 
— in each event is considered to have passed the test with honor; 75 points wins high 

onor and 100 points highest honor. The average pupil is able to score 50 points in at least 
two of the three events but may have to work hard and practise faithfully to make the honor | 
standard in the other event. Good all-round athletes have no trouble in making high honor | 
but only the exceptional pupils reach the 100 per cent mark. Last year, however, Binghamton | 
had thirteen high school boys who attained a perfect score in all events. 





tion Law. Under this section any person 
who conducts “any school, institute, class 
or course of instruction’? must apply for and 
obtain a license from the Regents of the 
University. The application for a license is 
to be made in the form prescribed by the 
Regents. Such application must show the 
purpose for which the school, institute, 
class or course is to be maintained, and the 
nature, extent and purpose of the instruction | 
to be given therein. No license can be | 
granted if it appears that the instruction pro- | 
posed to be given “includes the teaching | 
of the doctrine that organized government | 
shall be overthrown by force, violence or 
unlawful means, or where it shall appear 
that such school, institute, class or course 
is to be conducted in a fraudulent manner.” | 

Licenses are not required for public schools 
or for schools or institutions which are 
chartered by the Regents or admitted to 
membership in the University of the State. 


This includes all schools or institutions that | 


| are either chartered or registered by the 


Regents of the University. Parochial schools 
or schools maintained by religious denomi- 
nations are not required to be licensed. 
Classes or schools maintained by fraternal 
organizations are excepted from the law. 

ovision is also made for the revocation 
of a license after it has been granted. A 
review of the action of the Board of Regents 
by certiorari may be taken in the Supreme 
Court. This act takes effect September 1, 
1921. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION FOR 
NEW YORK CITY. Chapter 174 of the Laws 
of 1921 provides for the submission of a spe- 
cial estimate in a city of the first class having 
a population of one million or more, to pro- 
vide funds for teachers’ salaries or other 
purposes necessary for the maintenance of 
the schools of the city in addition to the 
moneys provided for in the annual budget. 
Upon the adoption of such special estimate 
the board of estimate and apportionment is 
authorized to issue short term bonds to raise 
the amount required under such special esti- 
mate. The bonds are to be payable in the 
fiscal year beginning January 1, 1922, and 
the amount necessary to pay the same must 
be included in the next annual city budget. 

This law became necessary because of the 
failure of the board of estimate and appor- 
tionment of the city of New York to appro- 
priate the full amount required to pay teach- 
ers’ salaries and to maintain the schools for 
the fiscal year beginning January 1, 1921. 
The annual estimate submitted by the board 
of education, exclusive of state moneys, 
called for about $78,000,000, of which about 
$63,000,000 was for teachers’ salaries. The 
board of estimate and apportionment appro- 
priated on account of such budget the sum 
o1 $50,250,000. There was left, therefore, a 
deficit of about $28,000,000 required to be 
raised by special estimate and temporary 
loans in order that the public schools of the 
city might be maintained during the entire 
fiscal year. 


LIBRARIES. A bill to amend the sec- 
tions of the Education Law relating to libra- 
ries was passed and now awaits the Gov- 
ernor’s consideration. Not for many years 
has there been legislation of such interest 
and importance to libraries in this State, for 
there has been no general revision of the 
library law, or notable new provisions, since 
the enactment of the University Law in 1892. 
Since that time great changes have taken 
place in library conditions, methods and 
policy, and in the position which libraries 
occupy in the thought and life of the people. 
Parts of the law had become virtually obso- 
lete and additional provisions were necessary 
for the proper and effectual encouragement 
and promotion of library interests. The 
amendments which have been made elimi- 
nate such provisions of the law as long experi- 
ence and changed conditions have proved to 
be of no further value; expand those which 
experience has proved to be too restrictive 
to permit the most beneficial and effective 
development of libraries; simplify and en- 
large the provisions whereby municipalities 
and associations of individuals may establish 
and maintain free libraries; provide for a 
higher standard of service; and make pos- 
sible and practicable the establishment and 
maintenance of libraries by municipal units 
of sufficient size and resources to permit and 


| promote a more economical book service to 


remote country districts than was hitherto 
possible. 

There are two features of the proposed new 
law which are of special interest, namely, the 
provision whereby the Regents are author- 
ized to fix standards of library service, and 
the provision for the establishment of county 
libraries. The proposed new law is distinctly 
a step forward in library conditions in this 
State and should lead to an expansion and 
improvement in library service. 


District Superintendent’s 
Conferences 


Plans are under way for the holding of a 
series of conferences for district superin- 
tendents, for the purpose of discussing plans 
and methods of school supervision. The 
following conferences have been arranged: 
Buffalo, May 10-11; Albany, May 19-20; 
New York, May 24-25. It is expected that 
meetings will also be held in Syracuse and 
Potsdam. 

These conferences will be in the nature 
of round-table discussions, at which the 
district superintendents and principals of 
small village schools who have done success- 
ful work will contribute from their experience. 
Several of the local associations of district 
superintendents have under way certain 
definite studies, many of which are of such 
value that they might well be made the basis 
for a general discussion. The Department 
will also be represented at each meeting. 

It is probable that there will be presented 
a plan that is being worked out by one group 
of district superintendents dealing with the 


as possible may be secured from school 
visits. Another period will probably be taken 
up with a discussion of practical methods in 
the use of standard tests and scales as an 
aid to the superintendent in judging the work 
of the teacher. Another topic will relate to 
policies that should govern program-making. 


Examination for District 
Superintendent 


A special examination in the subject of 
Supervision of Courses of Study in Agricul- 
ture and Teaching the Same will be offered 
on Saturday, May 2lst, in the following 
places: 

State Education Building, Albany 

State Normal School, Buffalo 

Central High School, Syracuse 

Watertown High School, Watertown 


This examination is offered for those 
persons who desire to qualify for the posi- 
tion of district superintendent of schools 
under section 384 of the Education Law. 
The examination will begin at 9.15 a. m. 
Two papers will be submitted, one for the 
morning and one for the afternoon. 





